
 

 

Mathilde DENIZE

Forbes,

Mathilde Denize Transforms Her Paintings Into Garments For Giants

September 2021

1/1



 
 

Forbes 

“Mathilde Denize Transforms Her Paintings Into Garments For Giants” 
Brienne Walsh 

September 15, 2021 
 

 

  

 

Mathilde Denize Transforms Her 
Paintings Into Garments For Giants 
 

 
Mathilde Denize, "Body Reverse," 2021, Oil on canvas, watercolor on canvas, vinyl, shell, 79 

15/16 x ... [+] 
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While at school at the Beaux-arts de Paris, Mathilde Denize tried to make 
figurative painting, but always felt as if they were failures. One day, she looked 
at the discarded canvasses, and decided to transform them into garments — or 
perhaps, armor — for female bodies. “To repurpose these old canvases and to 
add the body inside of the painting was, for me, a way to return to my original 
impulse: telling enigmatic stories through garments, second skins of my own 
mythology,” she says. 

In “Reverse for a Better Move,” an exhibition of her work open at Perrotin in 
New York through October 23, Denize shows the latest iteration of her 
garments along with recent paintings. Made on a year-long residency at the 
Villa Medici in Rome, where Denize says that it felt like she was “working in 
the sky,” the painted garments look as if they were made for giants. 
Mythological Amazons, perhaps, or whatever creature Jack found when he 
climbed the beanstalk. “My work reflects a certain femininity and offers a 
complex vision of the female body: armor, grotesque figure, fragmented 
figures, effigy,” Denize says. “Her different sides and possibilities are all visible 
in these forms.” 

 
Mathilde Denize, "Coat Trail for Convertible Body," 2021, Oil on canvas, watercolor on 
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In the exhibition, the works hang like chain medal in a trophy room. They 
resemble breastplates, but also, denim work shirts, bathing suits and silk 
blouses. Their assemblage is a form of decoupage, mixing shiny fabric with 
washes of pastel watercolors, cut-out eyes and swords and visible black thread 
patterns. 

The works easily activate the imagination, especially if you read a lot as a 
child. It’s easy to see a grotesque creature from a Shel Silverstein poem 
wearing one of the shirts, made from the clothing of the children whose bones 
she has crushed. Equally, the work would look at home in a Collier Schorr 
photograph on a thin, fey and androgynous model. The works are beautiful, 
and have an insouciant, high-fashion quality. A few nights ago, at the Met Gala 
in New York, it’s easy to see how an actress like Cara Delevingne could have 
worn it on the red carpet. 

 
Mathilde Denize, "Body Reflect," 2021, Oil on canvas, watercolor on canvas, vinyl, 49 5/8 x 31 
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Reading the work according to your own experience is exactly what Denize 
wants. “The beauty of the work lies in the freedom of the spectator to use their 
imagination, to perceive the body through their own experience, infinitely 
malleable,” she says. 

 
An exhibition view. 
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Although in the exhibition, they hang static, the garments are meant to be 
animated in performances. At the Villa Medici, Denize created a short film of 
women wearing the garments in the streets of the ancient city, and amongst its 
many galleries of marble sculptures. “The wearable paintings are always 
created for a performance or, most recently, for a movie I shot at the Villa 
Médici,” she says. “They are second skins, they are the incarnation of their 
own characters, all coming from my imagination and my personal attraction to 
certain shapes and symbols. I see them as a kind of escape, a person who is 
infinitely evolving.” 

It's easy to see coming upon a woman wearing one of Denize’s paintings in 
Rome in the same way that it’s easy to imagine a flamingo parading down the 
Spanish steps thanks to Paolo Sorrentino. The city is so beautiful as to be 
unbelievable already. Denize’s work captures the sense of the surreal just 
beyond our vision, that which only needs to be activated by our minds. 

To learn more about the exhibition, visit the gallery’s website. 
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