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Katherina Olschbaur's electrifying paintings in Live Flesh riff off Titian's classical 
paintings of Venus and Adonis. The Venetian Renaissance painter was so obsessed with 
this mythical tale from Ovid's Metamorphoses that he made thirty versions to explore 
poesie because he considered them to be the visual equivalents of poetry. For Olschbaur, 
this myth of unrequited love is viewed from multiple perspectives. In her hands, the myth 
becomes a vehicle for re-interpretation, and she focuses on contradictions using the 
tension between opposites to create a push/pull movement that makes her paintings come 
alive. 

Olschbaur creates aesthetic ambiguity by playing with contradictions that recognize the Other 
in ourselves in order to transition past identity politics. In her paintings, everything contains 
its opposite, because there is no singular way of viewing anything. A singular viewpoint is an 
outdated male dominated perspective on life - and art. Olschbaur also goes beyond the 
concept of difference because everything in her paintings is diffused. The fragmented bodies 
are in the process of dissolution, merging into one another instead of being set apart from their 
surroundings, because nothing is ever just one thing in Olschbaur's paintings. 

Young Hermaphrodite (2021) is the embodiment of sexual confidence that comes from having 
access to both male and female powers - with a penis and a feminine face. 
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