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When it comes to unbridled creativity and raw experimentation, Gelitin is possibly the closest you can get. Ina
FOLLOW VIA FEEDLY
normative sense, the Austrian collective Gelitin are themselves as much of a riddle as their artwork. Over the
past two decades they have racked up a series of humourously sensational (or puzzling) global art events. Some
of which were displayed at the Galerie Perrotin in Hong Kong, back in July and August this year, under the o

exhibition title Gelatin Gelitin Gelintin. Notably, their Mona Lisa piece was featured on the September cover of
Baz Art HK.
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“Wearing the horses creates a strong feeling to be
part of a show, rather than looking at a show.”
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Gelitin embraces long-term envisionment as much as spontaneity in their creations. The team points
out that whilst they like to “take aim and watch the trajectory of it”, they don't aim to “hit” anything in
particular, but rather to keep moving forward and finding inspiration in novel situations. Open and
receptive, the collective extracts their reactions to the "whispers and screams” of a place, gathering an
intuition about what they can “contribute or substitute or turn around” to create something. It is a very
intrinsically motivated creative process. Sometimes, they experience moments of clarity between bouts
of “short-sightedness where everything is a blur”. Like artistic nomads, there are times when Gelitin
stumbles upon the perfect situation for a project they have been carrying in their minds for many
years. It is that marriage of spentaneity and opportunistic sense which makes Gelitin's event pieces a
phenomenal rarity.

“Our work is about some subconcious feeling and
emotion.”

The B-Thing | Photo courtesy of Alice Pearce | © Gelitin

The B-Thing is a series of photographs documenting Gelitin's illegal “surgical intervention” of the World
Trade Centre in New York back in 2000. In their official studio residence on the 915t floor, the artists
removed the glass window to suspend a “little shaky bricollage” (balcony) 400 meters above the ground,
o then stand on it for 10 minutes. The whole act was captured on camera from a helicopter. While the
act may seem about the transgression itself, The B-Thing entertained a city dream and a rawer sense of
emotion: the “desire to step outside a window...the pleasure you absorb when you stand on it
[balcony], being totally dependent on a structure and atmosphere you have created yourself” (Gelatin,
Bookforum, 2001). They divulged more on The B-Thing:
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“We felt so encaged inside the World Trade Centre. So
we opened a window to let some air in and some sun
and some noise and sounds of the city. And it feels
very very very good when you stand on a balcony you
have built yourself, and you see the sunrise over
brooklyn and you see and smell and hear this
beautiful city from a little shaky bricollage 400 meters
above ground.”

‘Untitled” from the Mona Lisa series | Photo courtesy of Galerie Perrotin | © Gelitin
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Experiencing Gelotin, Gelitin, Gelintin is akin to watching Moulin Rouge after seeing The Notebook
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Bust and portraits | Phote courtesy of Alice Pearce | © Gelitin
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rabbit stuffed with straw, left on Colletto Fava in northern Italy till 2025, which by that time, will have

in follow. Rabbit (2005) is a 55 meter giant kni

complatety decomposed. Over the years, grass grows through and soils its knitted skin, and animals
furrow inside it. The rabbit attracts many tourists arcund the world who come to visit it, Apparently,

whenever there is a ladder, sameone from the nearby village goes up and repairs it. A large topographic
ph
Below are photos that document

of the rabbit nestled in its hill was displayed alongside a detailed pencil sketch in the exhibition

rabbirs decay over time.
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Rabbit (2005 | Photo courtesy Gelitin | © Geitin
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Rabibit (2011} | Phota courtesy Gentin | © Gelrin
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“Art for us is a dialog. With this in mind we can
disagree very much and still keep up a very good
conversation.”
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Untitled | Photo courtesy of Alice Pearce | © Gelitin

“They want their art to bring joy, to be immediate,
and any explanations regarding content or theoretical
discourse would only get in the way of their aim.”
(Monte Packham, 2006)

Speaking to the artists of Gelitin is in itself an experience, you won't receive the information as factually
as you'd expect. When asked to describe their collective Gelitin, they reply: “Gelitin grows on a field of
possibilities, we fold over each other like leaves of a salad. When an artwork falls out like a crumble of

earth stuck between the folds of the leaves it is always a beautiful surprise.”

When asked if their artwork reflects their outlook on life, they reply: “we find missing places, things that
need to be called into existence and create them. You can absolutely transform your surrounding and
your own mind by a poetic gesture, one can brush up other minds through that as well.”

With special thanks to Gelitin for their insight and press materials.

Written by Alice Pearce
Edited by Sonia Wan
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