


MADSAKI, Down to Earth, 2023. Acrylic paint, aerosol on canvas. 140 x 140 cm | 55 1/8
x 55 1/8 in. ©2023 MADSAKI/Kaikai Kiki Co., Ltd. All Rights Reserved. Courtesy Perrotin

About the artist

MADSAKI

A graduate of New York City's Parsons School of Design (BFA, 1996),
MADSAKI was born in Osaka, Japan, and raised in New Jersey, USA -
experiences between two cultures that formed his aesthetics and
personality. While much of MADSAKI's work centers on his interest in
art history and critiquing mass culture with references to slang and
movies, the artist has recently been exploring more personal, intimate
topics and has developed a signature style using spray paint as a fine
art medium. The artist is particularly known for his Wannabie's series,
which at first glance humorously targets old masters, yet their deeper
meaning is a reoccurring theme that can be found throughout
MADSAKI's artistic practice - an attempt to use laughter and humor as
both distraction and therapy for his internal turmoil.

Takashi Murakami

Takashi Murakami, who has a PhD in nihonga painting, combines the
most cutting-edge techniques with the precision and virtuosity of
traditional Japanese art. Inspired by anime and character culture, his
irresistible world is peopled by monstrous and charming characters
alike, facetiously portrayed as descendants of past myths. His theory of
the superflat aesthetic, which he introduced in 2001 with the trilogy
exhibition he curated (the third part was titled “Little Boy,” a reference to
the code name for the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima in 1945),
attempts to blur the boundaries between popular art and high art; the
superflat movement has explored the evolution of Japan’s understanding
of its post-Hiroshima social condition and the interrelationships
between vanguard art, manga and anime, and their forerunner, Nihonga.
The absence of perspective, the two-dimensionality of ancient Japanese
art, filters into every medium.

Since his first monographic exhibition outside Japan in 1995 at Perrotin,
Murakami has achieved recognition as one of the most prominent
contemporary artists of his time, and his work has been featured in
numerous solo exhibitions at museums and art institutions throughout
the world.

Takashi Murakami, Untitled (In collaboration with MADSAKI), 2017, Acrylic on canvas
mounted on aluminum frame. 57.7 x 46 cm | 22 11/16 x 18 1/8 in. ©2017 Takashi
Murakami/Kaikai Kiki Co., Ltd. All Rights Reserved. Courtesy Perrotin
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Lee Bae, Brushstroke n66, 2022. Charcoal ink on paper. 162 x 130 cm | 63 3/4 x 51
3/16 in. Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin.

Lee Bae

Lee Bae's monochromatic practice is a formal and immersive journey
into the abysses of blackness. Subtly blurring the lines between
drawing, painting, sculpture, and installation, he has developed his
abstract aesthetics across categories to imbue the noncolor with
tangible depth and intensity. Charcoal, obtained by burning wood and
used to revive fire, offers a powerful metaphor for the cycle of life that
has further inspired him to expand his exploration to include the fourth
dimension of time.

Until the early-2000s, he worked exclusively with raw charcoal to
create minimal, refined, mosaic-like assemblages of charred wooden
shards or chunks on canvas, as well as larger sculptural arrangements
of carbonized trunks. While he has moved on to solely working with
carbon black, a substance close to soot, Lee Bae's latest series of
pictorial works crystallizes random elemental gestures, which he
practices with charcoal ink on canvas and paper, recording his
movement and time.

Josh Sperling

Josh Sperling draws on the language of minimalist painting from the
1960s and 1970s, primarily working with shaped canvases. He crafts
intricate plywood supports over which canvas is stretched and painted
in a signature palette of saturated, sometimes clashing colors. In their
three-dimensionality, his works blur the lines between painting and
sculpture, image and object. Mining a wide range of sources, from
design to art history, Sperling has crafted a unique visual vocabulary
remarkable for its expressive quality and irrepressible energy.

Josh Sperling, Concentric Hexagon F, 2023. Acrylic on canvas, sapele frame. 122.9 x
140 cm | 48 3/8 x 55 1/8 in. Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin.
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Joaquin Boz, Untitled, 2023. Oil on wood. 180 x 270 x 4.5cm | 70 7/8 x 106 5/16 x 1 3/4 in (2 panels). Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin.

Paola Pivi

Paola Pivi's artistic practice is diverse and enigmatic. Commingling the
familiar with the alien, Pivi often works with commonly identifiable
objects which are modified to introduce a new scale, material or color,
challenging the audience to change their point of view.

In Pivi's series of “pearl” works, the artist constructs surreal canvases,
overflowing with plastic, and sometimes real, strands of pearls. Often in
saturated hues of pinks, blues, neon yellows, and shiny eggshell white,
these works appear to cascade from the wall. Spanning sculpture, video,
photography, performance and installation, Pivi's practice trespasses
perceived limits to make possible what before seemed impossible.

Joaquin Boz

Joaquin Boz creates earthy-colored abstract paintings that rely on his
physical energy, careful scrutiny and patient refinement. He spreads,
scrapes, and pushes oil paints across wood panels with his hands,
creating various textures and gestures that leave behind a record of his
physical presence. He uses an array of undulating loops, staccato
scratches, and calligraphic marks to flirt with identifiable forms without
allowing them to coalesce into recognizable images. When he is not
applying paint, he is wiping it away.

Every painting exhibits the presence of countless discrete decisions and
organic networks of marks that record the artist's intimate and pointed
conversations with his materials.

He is equally comfortable making works as large as ten by thirty feet and
others as small as eleven by thirteen inches. Regardless of size, the
paintings are composed of anti-heroic gestures that celebrate the

potential of touch and the humble, earthbound nature of material things.

More information about the exhibition >>>
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PRESS CONTACTS Perrotin Seoul

pressseoul@perrotin.com

Chanhee Han
chanheehan@perrotin.com



