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Perrotin is pleased to announce Wish, a solo exhibition of paintings
and watercolors by New York-based artist, Kelly Beeman, her first
show with the gallery and her first in Asia.

At the heart of Beeman's works is a predicament between reality and
fantasy, temporality and permanence in acts of escape versus the
fantasy of escapism. While fashion and garment patterns play a central
role in each painting, each background is a minimal landscape, as if the
women exist on a theatrical stage. Each woman seems to be dreaming
with desire for freedom, whether in reaction to the global shutdown or
as a necessary release into selfhood and self-realization. Beeman is
challenging herself to find meaning in our isolation, to form an almost
mythical explanation for our need to be connected to nature, family and
friends in times of uncertainty.

Beeman deliberately dresses her subjects in simple yet delicately
patterned clothing, high fashion ensembles that evoke a sense of
wealth and make-believe. Beeman talks about her characters escaping
their everyday lives into something more idealized. She speaks of
fleeting snapshots of a fantasy in each painting and watercolor, an
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Drummer, 2022. Oil on linen. 152.4 x 121.9 cm | 60 x 48 in. Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin.

almost voyeuristic vantage point into a dream or perfect moment. In
each work, the viewer finds their own pleasure and fantasy, recalling
how fleeting our own moments of pure joy really are. That the clothing
conveys so much movement and timelessness and the landscapes so
stark and minimal gives each work the sense of not being fully formed,
like a memory drifting off.

“We create these false ‘pure’ moments in our memories,” Beeman
says. “We are always looking back for pleasure and to the future with
hope and a little apprehension. When we look back it's almost
pleasure seeking, and when we look forward it's this sense that we
can recreate what has already happened. | think my paintings balance
on this beam between the past and future.”

In a central work in the exhibition, a woman holds a drum around her
neck, a reference Beeman notes to The 7in Drum. In that 1959 novel
by Gunter Grass, the main character, Oskar Matzerath, is stuck in his
own permanent childhood and is literally the master of his own reality.
Beeman often speaks of fantasy in this way, as our desire to create
our own reality and perpetual need for a type of childhood innocence.
As mature as the works are, there is an agelessness in them, a sort of
suspended early adulthood where the characters are nostalgic for
their own self-idealized age.

In another work, a woman sits with a fishbowl in front of her, casually
looking up to the viewer while three fish swim below her gaze. The
character is ponderous, understanding that the contained nature
below her is a sign of mortality and temporality once again. Fish in a
bowl do not enjoy a long lifespan, and yet there is a nurturing sense to
the woman. Throughout the paintings and watercolors, Beeman's
women are all on the brink of something both comforting and
dangerous, comfortable with nature but also too unfamiliar to fully
embrace this pure existence.
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Horn, 2022. Watercolor on paper. 35.6 x 43.2 cm | 14 x 17 in. Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin

Through the exhibition, Beeman challenges our ideas of what we want
from our memories. Do we want pleasure? Do we want an escape? Do
we want to return to a time where our happiness was more than just a
fleeting instant? “There is a crisis just underneath the surface of each of
these works, and then | dress up the characters in these beautiful
clothes and flatly composed landscapes to create an almost universal
place. It's a made-up world that we all live in.”

— Evan Pricco

About the artist

Born in Oklahoma City, USA, Kelly Beeman took to drawing as a
hobby since a young age and later on grew up as a self-taught artist.
Having been influenced by her artistic parents, she grew fascinated
with the technique of applying watercolor, which propelled her to
continue pursuing drawing as an interest after graduating with a
college degree. Her watercolor work caught the attention of the
fashion house J.W. Anderson in 2015, and subsequently led her to a
number of collaborations in the fashion industry including a Travel
Book with Louis Vuitton in 2020. Now known for her watercolor and
oil paintings, Beeman features nonchalant-looking subjects partaking
in solitude or social leisure, characterized by clean fluid lines, fields of
colors, and fashion ensembles as a recurring motif. Drawing inspiration
from childhood nostalgia and the everyday, Beeman's paintings invite
contemplation of deeper layers of narrative and interiority.

More information about the exhibition >

For safety reasons, the exhibition will be open by appointment only until further notice.

Please contact seoul@perrotin.com to make an appointment.

The Flood, 2022. Watercolor on paper. 35.6 x 43.2 cm |14 x 17 in. Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin.

O HAIE S3ll U2 R2[= 7|42 Sl FAO| =X} SH=X|off CHE
AES UL REl= S fst=I? 22 HES YFote71? REl=
H=0| Lol &#ZtEH O B2 2O|E 7t E = SO0t H277 “0f
ZEZE2| EH o0l = 21717F EM Lt LhE Q=SS OLELIZ 22
M YHH FHS "ot Eﬂd

¢° o

U £ A HAE FHsHliCt. 2=
{C}

D= 2|7} X|ofH M| A 0f| A AL

- ofgt Z2|A

Ol= 2Z2t=0F ME[0f|Af Efoft 22| HTH2 oF f 2E F0|2 2SS
J2[7] Mt oj=dll Sstoz &S Shubvt EUn O REEHI
g™ Zzo Jdets "ot st 7™ UHEEICH tistEY =o0lx

ALsA Zele A0 IS J2A =ACt. 39| st ZHY2 20154
I ESHRA JWHEE2| =S B0 OIS A|F2Z 2020 H FO[H| S|
Edig 52 ZE50 o|F IHM Aol ofz| EZEtEzojd HYPe=z
Oloﬂitf. Fiietet RtZ YT HIM2 US0|L AL AE E7)= R
BHO| HEEE HASH=, BEE = ZE|Z2 M 255t 2E2{R Mut

MPIS J2im M gaES SIOoE ik offl Aol gaet
ANORPE HYS ¢S 10| IYSL U{ESet L fdt of 2L

AMS 2 2oLk,

Ol2{2 52| oPH S 2I5t0d 2 SX| 7t AS K| o 2 M| = 2FELICE
of|eke uta M seoul@perrotin.com © 2 0|H|Q HEF=ZIL|C},

PRESS CONTACTS Jeongmin Kim, Perrotin Seoul

jeongminkim@perrotin.com +82 2 737 7978

Jisoo Park, Perrotin Seoul
jisoopark@perrotin.com +82 2 737 7978


https://www.perrotin.com/exhibitions/kelly_beeman-wish/9504

